vi            Ecitor's Preface

learnt about Caxton the late Mr. William Blades

set down in bis monumental work nine-tenths,

and the zeal of Henry Bradshaw and of Mr. Gordon

Duff has added nearly all that was lacking in this

storehouse.   Mr. Gordon  Duff has  extended his

labours to the  other  English   printers   of   the

fifteenth  century,  giving  in  his   Early   English

Printing (Kegan Paul, 1896) a conspectus, with

facsimiles   of   their   types,   and   in   his   first

series of Sandars Lectures presenting a detailed

account of their work,  based  on the  personal

examination of every book or fragment from their

workshops which his unwearied diligence has been

able to discover.   Originality for this period being

out of the question, Mr. Plomer's task was to

select, under a constant sense of obligation, from

the mass of details which have  been  brought

together for this short period, and to preserve

due proportion in their treatment.

For the work of the printers of the next half-
century we have Mr. DuS's later Sandars Lectures,
aad Mr, Plomer might fairly claim that he him-
self, by the numerous documents which he has
unearthed at the Record Office and at Somerset